Division of Medicaid to issue RFP for coordinated care contractors

When the Mississippi Division of Medicaid (DOM) launched its coordinated care program in January of
2011, two coordinated care organizations (CCOs) were selected after an extensive procurement process
to offer beneficiaries the choice between two health‐coverage plans.
Since then, the Mississippi Coordinated Access Network (MississippiCAN) has grown, and currently
approximately 70 percent of Medicaid beneficiaries in Mississippi receive services under the umbrella of
coordinated care.
With those original contracts set to expire in 2017, DOM will release a request for proposals (RFP) in an
open, competitive process to bid on the new contracts early this year.
Through the procurement process, DOM is expected to select at least three entities to participate in the
program, offering more choice for a larger population of coordinated care beneficiaries.
Currently, MississippiCAN includes two plans offered by Magnolia Health Plan and UnitedHealthcare
Community Plan. While those contracts expire on June 30, 2017, their agreements include an optional
one‐year renewal to ensure a smooth transition and implementation period for whichever entities are
awarded the new contracts. Winners of the new contracts are expected to be announced by summer
2017.
The integration of Medicaid and the coordinated care model has been a growing trend across the
country for at least 20 years, and one that is supported by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services. The coordinated care approach encourages beneficiaries to be more active in their personal
health, provides follow‐up care with a case manager and focuses on preventive health. The primary
goals of MississippiCAN are to improve access to care for Medicaid beneficiaries, improve quality of
care, and improve cost prevention and predictability.
Once ready for release, the RFP will be posted on the DOM website at medicaid.ms.gov and will include
all necessary information, such as qualifications and effective dates. Updates will be posted as they
become available. For more information, contact the Office of Procurement by calling 601‐359‐6050.
Contact Information
All inquiries made by the news media should be directed to Erin Barham, deputy administrator for
communications at erin.barham@medicaid.ms.com, or Matt Westerfield, associate communications
officer, at matt.westerfield@medicaid.ms.com.

####
1/17/2017

Please forward this message to colleagues who might be interested. If you wish to be removed from this
list or know of a colleague to add, send an email message to: erin.barham@medicaid.ms.gov.
About Mississippi Division of Medicaid
Medicaid is a state and federal program created by the Social Security Amendments of 1965, authorized
by Title XIX of the Social Security Act, to provide health coverage for eligible, low income populations. In
1969, Medicaid was enacted by the Mississippi Legislature. All 50 states, five territories of the United
States and District of Columbia participate in this voluntary matching program. The mission of the
Mississippi Division of Medicaid is to responsibly provide access to quality health coverage for
vulnerable Mississippians, by conducting operations with accountability, consistency and respect.

