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102.08.02A MARITAL RELATIONSHIPS

*

% Families, Children and CHIP Programs

Definition of a Marital Relationship

A marital relationship is one in which members of the opposite sex are:

e Married under State law;
e Married under common law prior to April 1, 1956 as recognized by MS.

Couples in “holding out” situations are unrelated individuals for FCC purposes.
However, when the couple has a child, the applicant child and both legal parents
are included in the budget group. Consequently, each adult can impact the eligibility
of the other when an application is filed for family coverage in the Medical
Assistance Program.

Example: Sally Jones and Ben Johnson are an unmarried couple. They are the legal parents of one
minor child, Brittany Johnson. Sally is not pregnant, but she needs Medicaid for herself and Brittany.
An application for Medical Assistance/85 is filed for the parents and the child. Based on SFU
requirements, both parents and the child must be included in the application. Ben earns $2700 per
month so his income exceeds the 85 gross income limit for a family of 3. In this example, Brittany is
the only qualifying child. Based on Ben’s income, Brittany is not deprived. Ben is ineligible and Sally
is also ineligible even though there is no marital relationship. Brittany will be assessed for
placement in another Medicaid program or CHIP.

Termination of a Martial Relationship

The marital relationship no longer exists for FCC purposes as of the date that:

e Eitherindividual dies;

e Afinal decree of divorce or annulment is issued for the marriage;

0 Ifadivorced couple resumes living together, the adults are unrelated; however, if
they are the legal parents of the applicant children, both adults are included in
the Assistance Unit (AU) or Standard Filing Unit (SFU) together.

e The married couple begins living in separate households.
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Termination of a Martial Relationship (Continued)

e A legally married man and woman who resume living together after having lived
apart are treated as a married couple, regardless of the reason for having resumed
living together.

NOTE: Legal parents must be included in the AU or SFU with their children.

Verification of a Marital Relationship

Marital status is verified by client statement or self-declaration. Refer to 102.01.01
when determining if information is considered questionable and requires additional
verification.

Changes in Marital Relationship - Applications

Marriage or termination of marriage, including separation, is effective the month the
event occurs. In application situations, individuals must be in the home at least one
day of the month to be included in that month.

Example: A household applies May 27. At the interview on June 5, the head of household
reports her spouse and the father of the children returned to the home on May 30. The
spouse is considered part of the household effective May 1. If the spouse had moved back in
the home on June 3, he would be included in the household effective June 1.

However, when a head of household reports prior to the eligibility determination that
a person moved out, that person is not considered part of the household in the
month the change occurred.

Example: A household applies on July 30th and is interviewed August 8th. During the
interview, the head of household reports that her husband and the father of the children
abandoned the family on August 3rd and she does not expect him to return. The spouse
would not be included in the household effective August 1.
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Changes in Marital Relationship — Active Cases

A change in marital status must be reported by adult recipients eligible in the
Medical Assistance Program. When an adult becomes ineligible due to a change in
marital status, eligibility is terminated after allowing 10-day (plus 2 days mailing
time) notice of the adverse action. Any changes resulting for the children will be
handled at review.

Effective Month: May 2009



