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102.05.11 NON‐QUALIFIED ALIENS  
 
An alien who does not meet the specific requirements of a qualified alien is a non-
qualified alien for Medicaid purposes. A non-qualified alien who meets MS residency 
requirements and other applicable eligibility factors can receive Medicaid Emergency 
Services only.  An applicant for Emergency Medicaid services is not required to provide 
information regarding citizenship, immigration or enumeration and should not be 
requested to do so. The SAVE process is not used for a non-qualified alien. 
 
Illegal Aliens  
 
Illegal aliens are non-qualified aliens. This group of individuals includes:  
  

• Undocumented aliens who entered illegally without knowledge of USCIS;  or 
 
• Aliens who were admitted for a limited period of time and did not leave the  
        U. S. when the period of time expired. 

 
These individuals, if they meet all eligibility criteria except citizenship/alien status, are 
entitled to Medicaid only for treatment of an emergency medical condition. The 
specialist must accept the applicant’s statement if they say they have no 
documentation and assess the alien for emergency services only.  
 
Undocumented and illegal aliens do not have to provide a Social Security Number or 
provide information regarding citizenship or immigration status. The alien status of an 
illegal alien is not verified through the SAVE process.  
 
Ineligible Aliens  
 
Ineligible aliens may be lawfully admitted to the U. S., but only for a temporary or 
specified period of time. These aliens are never qualified aliens, Because of the 
temporary nature of their admission status, most ineligible aliens are not entitled to 
any Medicaid benefits, including emergency services.  
 
However, in some instances, an alien in a currently valid non-immigration status may 
meet state residency requirements, such as intent to reside in MS for purposes of 
employment.  If state residency requirements are met, the alien is potentially eligible 
for Emergency Medicaid services only.  
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Examples of Ineligible Aliens Who are Lawfully Admitted 
 
Foreign Students 
 
Visitors 
 
Tourists 
 
Foreign government representatives on official business and their 
families and servants 
 
Crewmen on shore leave 
 
International organization representatives and their families and 
servants 
 
Temporary workers (individuals allowed entry temporarily for 
employment purposes) 
 
Members of the foreign press, radio, film, etc., and their families 
 
Short-term parolees 

 
Visa, Passports or Form I-766 OR 
 
Form I-94, Arrival/Departure Record annotated with  
A to M                       OR 
 
Form I-688, Temporary Resident Card annotated with Section 
210 or 245A                 OR 
 
Form I-688 A and B, Employment Authorization Card  
                             OR                                 
Form I-185, Canadian Border Crossing Card                       
                             OR 
 
Form I-186, Mexican Border Crossing Card                         
                             OR 
  
Form SW 434, Mexican Border Visitor’s Permit    
                             OR 
Form I-95-A, Crewman’s Landing Permit 
 
Note: Form I-94, Arrival-Departure Record, is also issued for 
refugees and other related statuses. 

 
Other Aliens 
 
Aliens who are admitted legally to the U. S., but do not fall into one of the specific 
categories of qualified aliens are non-qualified aliens. These individuals may include  
Legal Temporary Residents (LTR’s), as well as individuals who are given temporary  
administrative statuses, i.e., a stay of deportation or voluntary departure until they can  
formalize permanent status or individuals who are paroled for less than one year or  
aliens under deportation procedures.  
 
Immigration Reporting 
 
Applicants who are found to be in the U. S. illegally through the application process  
are not subject to immigration reporting requirements.  Persons who apply for benefits 
on behalf of others, i.e., a mother applying for her children, are not subject to  
immigration reporting requirements.  Declining to provide documentation of immigration  
status is not a valid reason to report an alien to immigration.  
 
The alien applicant who declines to present documentation of qualified alien status or 
a Social Security Number will only be able to receive Emergency Medicaid, if otherwise 
eligible. In this instance, there is no reason to seek further verification of alien status 
beyond interviewing the applicant.  All rules of confidentiality must be applied in regard 
to an individual’s alien status.  
 
 
 
 


