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102.05.02 CLASSIFICATIONS OF QUALIFIED ALIENS

There are nine classifications of qualified aliens. Seven are based on INS alien status,
one is based on battery or extreme cruelty and INS alien status, and one is based on
severe forms of trafficking and certification by U. S. Health and Human Services. Refer
to the Alien Status Chart in Section 102.05.15 for documents and eligibility status of
the classifications listed below:

(1) AN ALIEN LAWFULLY ADMITTED FOR PERMANENT RESIDENCE (LPR) - Under the

Immigration and Nationality Act (INA);

(2) A REFUGEE - Admitted under Section 207 of the INA;
(3) AN ALIEN GRANTED ASYLUM - Under Section 208 of the INA;

(4) A CUBAN AND HAITIAN ENTRANT - As defined in section 501(e) of the Refugee Education
Assistance Act of 1980;

(5) AN ALIEN GRANTED PAROLE FOR AT LEAST ONE YEAR - under Section 212(d)(5) of the
INA;

(6) AN ALIEN WHOSE DEPORTATION IS BEING WITHHELD - under (1) Section 243(h) of the
INA as in effect prior to April 1, 1997; or (2) Section 241(b)3) of the INA, as amended;

(7) AN ALIEN GRANTED CONDITIONAL ENTRY - Under Section 203(a)7) of the INA in effect before
April 1, 1980;

(8) A BATTERED ALIEN - Meeting the conditions set forth in Section 431(c) of PRWORA, as added by

Section 501 of the lllegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 PL 104-208(/IRIRA), and
amended by Section 5571 of the Balanced Budget Act of 1997, PL 105-33(BBA) and Section 1508 of the
Violence Against Women Act of 2000, PL106-386. Section 431(c) of PRWORA, as amended, is codified at 8
USC 1641(e);

(9) A VICTIM OF A SEVERE FORM OF TRAFFICKING In accordance with Section 107(b)(1) of the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, PL 106- 86.

Verification And Documentation Of Qualified Alien Status

The Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) process is used to verify
(1) the authenticity of the alien’s USCIS documents,

(2) his date of admission to the U.S. and
(3) currentimmigration status.

Aliens Not Subject to SAVE Verification

SAVE is used for documented aliens who are applying for benefits. Victims of a severe form of
trafficking and aliens applying for Emergency Medicaid services only are not subject to the SAVE
verification process.
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PROCEDURES FOR VERIFYING ALIEN STATUS THROUGH SAVE

Medicaid Specialist Responsibilities:

e Request the alien’s original immigration documents issued by the immigration agency.
Currently, the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS), within the
Department of Homeland Security is responsible for immigration.

e Complete the SAVE cover sheet for each documented alien requesting benefits,
providing the person’s full name, Medicaid ID number, alien registration number,
nationality, date of birth, Social Security Number, and county of residence.

e Attach front and back copies of original immigration documents and attach a copy of
the alien’s Social Security card.

e Submit the information to state office.

State Office Responsibilities:

When the information to be submitted for SAVE verification is received in state office, it is
submitted electronically to the Department of Homeland Security.

When a response is received back, it is reviewed initially at the state level. The reviewer notes
the following:

e Whether or not the alien is qualified, and

e If he is a qualified alien, whether the 5-year disqualification or 7-year eligibility time
limit appears applicable.

o If either the 5- year ban or 7-year eligibility period appears applicable, the reviewer
notes the beginning and ending dates and forwards the information to the regional
office.

Medicaid Specialist Responsibilities Continued:

e When the SAVE verification sheet is received from state office and the alien is not in a
qualified alien classification, he is eligible only for Emergency Services.

e When the SAVE verification sheet is received from state office and the alien is in a
qualified status, review it and compare the SAVE information and case record
information with the chart in Section 102.05.05 to determine alien eligibility and correct
level of Medicaid eligibility.
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PROCEDURES FOR VERIFYING ALIEN STATUS THROUGH SAVE (Continued)

The state reviewer does not have access to all information in the case record; therefore,
it is very important that the specialist considers information from all applicable sources
and applies the correct policy to make an eligibility determination.

Example: The SAVE verification sheet from the Department of Homeland Security
verifies an alien was Lawfully Admitted for Permanent Residence and is in the 3™ year
of the 5-year ban. The state reviewer notes the following on the form “LPR, 5-year ban
period May 1, 2005 — April 30, 2010.

However, the case contains verification that the alien is the pregnant spouse of an
honorably discharged veteran. The specialist determines the qualified alien is exempt
from the 5-year disqualification and eligible for Medicaid as a pregnant woman in a full
service COE.

Re-Verification of Alien Status Through SAVE

Once alien status has been verified, it is not necessary to re-verify unless the alien
status is subject to change. Examples of when alien status is subject to change
include, but are not limited to, the following:

1) An individual admitted under a temporary status may change to lawful permanent
resident status.

2) An individual admitted under a temporary status that has expired may have updated
his status.

3) A refugee may change his alien status to lawful permanent resident status.

4) An individual may meet requirements as a battered alien or some other type of
qualified alien status.

5) Anillegal alien may change to a legal status.
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