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100.01 HISTORY AND LEGAL BASE 

 

Title XIX of the Social Security Act, enacted in 1965, provides authority for states to 

establish Medicaid programs to provide medical assistance to needy individuals. The 

program is jointly financed by federal and state governments and administered by 

states. Within broad federal rules, each state decides eligible groups, types and 

range of services, payment levels for services, and administrative and operating 

procedures. Payments for services are made directly by the state to the providers 

that furnish the services. 

 

Background 
 

Enabling legislation for the Medicaid program in Mississippi was enacted during a 

special session of the legislature in 1969. Funds were appropriated and the 

Mississippi Medicaid Commission was designated as the single state agency to 

administer the program. State statutes governing Medicaid may be found in Sections 

43-l3-l0l et. seq. of the Mississippi Code of 1972. 

 
From 1969 to 1973, the determination of Medicaid eligibility was the responsibility of 

the State Department of Public Welfare (DPW). During this time period, DPW 

authorized money payments for the aged, blind and disabled and dependent 

children. 

 

SSI Program 
 

The passage of Public Law 92-603 amended Title XVI of the Social Security Act and 

established the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Program for the aged, blind and 

disabled. State statutes were amended to specify that DPW would no longer 

determine eligibility for a monthly payment for the aged, blind and disabled. 

 

PL 92-603 allowed States an option to either grant Medicaid to all persons  

receiving SSI (known as Section 1634) or to grant Medicaid to persons who met 

more restrictive criteria set by States (known as 209b). The Mississippi Legislature 

voted to limit Medicaid eligibility to persons who met more restrictive criteria and to 

designate the DPW as the certifying agency for Medicaid. 
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SSI Program (Continued) 
 

During the l980 session of the Mississippi Legislature, Senate Bill 2118 changed the 

Medicaid eligibility criteria to 1634 status whereby Medicaid would be granted to all 

individuals receiving SSI. In addition, SSI criteria would be used to determine 

eligibility for all aged, blind and disabled individuals. During the 1981 Legislative 

Session, Senate Bill 2478 authorized the Mississippi Medicaid Commission to make 

its own Medicaid determinations for aged, blind and disabled individuals. Regional 

Medicaid offices were opened in July, 1981, for the purpose of certifying the 

eligibility of aged, blind and disabled individuals who did not receive SSI cash 

assistance.  

 

Current Structure 
 

Senate Bill 3050, entitled the “Mississippi Administrative Reorganization Act of 1984,” 

transferred the powers and responsibilities of the Mississippi Medicaid Commission to 

the Division of Medicaid in the Office of the Governor. The Division of Medicaid is 

the single state agency designed to administer the Medicaid Program.  

 

The Mississippi Department of Human Services (MDHS, formerly known as DPW) 

continued to determine eligibility for the Medicaid Programs for children and families 

as authorized under Section 43-13-115 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, Annotated, 

and later adding determination of eligibility for Children’s Health Insurance Program 

(CHIP) in 1999 under Section 41-86-15. 

 

However, during the 2004 Session of the Mississippi Legislature, House Bill 1434 

made significant changes to Section 43-13-115 of the Mississippi Code of 1972. 

While retaining all Medicaid coverage groups and CHIP (Section 41-86-1 and so 

forth), the Division of Medicaid was given the responsibility for determining initial 

and ongoing eligibility for all children, families, and pregnant women. The transition 

of the Families, Children and CHIP (FCC) programs from MDHS to Division of 

Medicaid was effective January 1, 2005.  
 

DHS remains the certifying agency for children under Title IV-E services and other 

related custody and adoption assistance and those eligible for Medicaid coverage 

under the Refugee Assistance grant program.  
 


